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Cynthia J. Laitman, PhD

3001 Grandview Boulevard • Madison,Wisconsin 53713 • USA

Tel.  (h) 608 277.9093  (cell) 608 698.4316 

E-mail: laitman@wisc.edu

Education

Bachelor of Science,  Biology, Queens College, Flushing, NY

MS, Communication, Dept of Life Sciences Communication, Univ. Wisconsin – Madison

PhD (2001) Mass Communication, University of Wisconsin – Madison

Dissertation: A Uses and Gratifications Approach to Studying How Physicians Learn: 

Influence of Communication Channels, Paternalism, and Topic Orientation

 in the University of Wisconsin DES Education Campaign

Professional Experience

September 2006 through August 2007


Visiting Professor, Dept of Communication Studies, Edgewood College, Madison, WI

Edgewood College is a private, independent liberal arts college with an approximate envrollment of 2500 students. Bachelor’s degrees in at least 40 academic programs and Master’s degrees in five programs are offered.

I had responsibility for a full range of teaching and service requirements in the Dept of Communication Studies, newly established in Sept 2006 as an independent department. I created and taught six new courses for the department, three of them in the Fall 2006 semester and three in the Spring 2007 semester.

These courses were:


Persuasion 


Communication Theory


Organizational Communication


Challenges in Organizational Communication


Communication Research Methods


Health Communication

June 1997 to August 2006


Managing Editor, Annals of Surgery (Dept of Surgery, Univ. Wisconsin Medical School)


The Annals of Surgery is a  monthly peer-reviewed journal ranked No. 1 by Science Citation Index of 128 surgery journals worldwide.  It is published by Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins (LWW), Philadelphia
I managed the daily operation of this premier academic journal, working closely with the Editor-in-Chief on special areas of concern such as ethics in academic publication and issues related to web-based submission, review, and publication. I attended yearly meetings of the American Surgical Association and manage the review and editorial decision processes for publication of ASA manuscripts and for the European Surgical Association; planned and managed the Surgery Journal Editors Group, an international assemblage of Editors-in-Chief of all major academic surgery journals; had sole responsibility for collating journal data and preparing the journal’s annual report; helped develop manuscript database, and helped review manuscripts as appropriate. I was editorial office liaison with LWW, and maintained author and reviewer support services.  I had responsibility for hiring and supervising two graduate students.

1993 – 1996

Researcher, Univ. Wisconsin Dept of Life Sciences Communication & the Center for Health Policy and Program Evaluation (Univ. Wisc. Medical School) for the Wisconsin DES Project.

As a graduate student, I initiated and co-authored the grant proposal for the Wisconsin DES study, a $1.2 million (plus $400,000 indirect costs), 3-year National Cancer Institute-supported project.  I helped direct and participated in every aspect of project planning and implementation, represented our Wisconsin project at all NCI multi-center meetings in Washington, DC, and had chief responsibility for concept, design, production and implementation of our physician education intervention (3000 physicians) as well as our television advertisements for consumer education.

Nov. 1990 –Oct. 1993


Consultant, health and medical communication. Partial list of clients:

• National Institutes of Health, Office of Research on Women’s Health, Bethesda, MD


Speech-writer for the Director, Dr. Vivian Pinn.

• World Health Organization, Geneva Switzerland

-- WHO Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP)

-- WHO Division of Control of Diarrhoeal Diseases (wrote Guidelines for Cholera Control)

-- WHO Expanded Programme on Immunization (wrote immunization guidelines for community outreach)


• Encyclopedia Americana /Grolier (wrote Women’s Health section for 1995 edition)

October 1988 – October 1990


Communication Officer, World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland, UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR)


• Editor, TDR news. Designed, researched, wrote and edited this 12-page quarterly publication,

             (14,000 circulation to tropical diseases scientists worldwide)

• Guest Editor, April/May 1990 issue of World Health, WHO’s official magazine (circulation, one million readers worldwide, six languages) on women’s health.  Executed responsibility to: decide on content, find and commission authors from around the world (including invitation to then-Prime Minister of Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto to write introduction for issue), edit and re-write articles, find and choose photographs and illustrations.

• Executive producer and screenwriter. Conceived of, won funding for, and wrote an 11-minute, award winning film (Links to Hope) about tropical diseases and the work of TDR. Hired and worked with filmmaker.

• Responsibility for liaising with members of the international media, and public relations specialists.


• Initiated a photographic library on tropical diseases.

August 1985 – August 1988


Science Writer & Editor, National Wildlife Health Research Center (US Fish & Wildlife Service) Madison, Wisconsin

May 1976 – December 1985


Medical Editor and Writer, University of Wisconsin Medical School, Madison, WI

Professional Recognition / Honors

1981-1982……
Chairperson, Editors Section, American Medical Writers Association (AMWA)

1982………….
Morris Fishbein Award for Distinguished Achievement in Medical Writing for



DES: The Complete Story

1982-1983……
Director of Publications, (AMWA)

1983-1984……
Chairman, Walter C. Alvarez Award Committee, AMWA

1984………….
Named a Fellow of the American Medical Writers Association

1985………….
International Who’s Who of writers and authors

1988………….
Special Achievement Award, US Fish and Wildlife Service for editing Field Guide to Wildlife Diseases

1991. …………
Certificate for Creative Excellence awarded by US Industrial Film and Video Festival for Links to Hope (tropical diseases film for the World Health Organization)

1992………….
Golden Eagle Award, Council on International Nontheatrical Events (CINE) for
Links to Hope 

1993 - present .Founding Member, Volunteer Health Advisory Committee of US Senator, Russ Feingold (Wisconsin)

1995…………
Invited speaker, National Library of Medicine, Annual International Congress of Medical Librarians (“Community-Based Information Campaigns in Developing Countries”)

1996…………
Invited participant/student representative, 9th International Student Pugwash Conference (“Science, Technology and Ethics”) held at the Univ. Wisconsin, Madison.

2000 - present .Appointed to the scientific advisory committee for the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) National DES Education Project (launched in 2003)

2001………….
Member, Communication Advisory Committee, Center for Bioenvironmental Studies, Tulane University Medical School (John McLachlan, PhD, Director)

2003………….
International Communication Association (ICA) annual meeting, May 2003, San Diego, CA, Invited Session Chair (“Sex and Socialization on Television and the Internet”)

2003, 2004….
Invited reviewer of manuscripts submitted to the ICA for presentation at its annual meetings.

Publications

Orenberg, Cynthia Laitman: DES: The Complete Story, NYC: St Martin’s Press, 1981.

Field Guide to Wildlife Diseases (1987). Milton J. Friend & Cynthia J. Laitman (Eds). US Dept Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service, Resource Publication #167.

Laitman CJ (1990): DES on prescription: it’s time for Europe to act. Scientific European 169:27-29.

Laitman CJ (1990): Pioneers in malaria research. World Health, April-May 1990.  World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland, p. 12.

Laitman CJ (Ed) (1990): World Health  Theme issue on women’s health, April-May. World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.

Laitman CJ (1991): The Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction. a 24-page booklet published by WHO, Geneva,. Switzerland
Laitman CJ (Ed) TDR News. published by the UNDP/World Bank?WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR). Geneva, Switzerland



No. 27, Feb 1989



No. 28, June 1989



No. 29, Sept 1989



No. 30, Dec 1989



No. 31, Mar 1990



No. 32, June 1990



No. 33, Sept 1990

Laitman CJ (1994): Educating DES sons and their physicians. DES Action Voice 62:1-6.

Laitman CJ, Jonler M, Messing EM (1997): The effects on men of prenatal exposure to diethylstilbestrol. in L.I. Lipschultz & S.S. Howards (Eds), Infertility in the Male, St. Louis:Mosby; 268-279.

Laitman CJ (1999): Breast cancer and hormones: another view. DES Action Voice 79:4,5.

Laitman CJ & Rikkers LF (2000): Politics in surgical publishing. British J Surgery 87 (10): 1284-1286.

Laitman CJ  & Rikkers LF (2001): Increasing access to information. in M. Schein & L. Wise (Eds), Controversies in Surgery Vol.4. Berlin: Springer Verlag, 10-12.

Laitman CJ , Brown MR, Heisey D, Schink J, O’Keefe G (2002): The impact of channels of communication, including public education, physician learning. presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association, July 17,2002, Seoul, Korea.

Laitman CJ (2002): DES exposure and the aging woman: mothers and daughters. Current Women’s Health Report. 25 (5): 390-393.

Hammes B & Laitman CJ (2003): DES update: recommendations for the identification and management of DES-exposed individuals. J Midwifery and Women’s Health,48 (1): 19-29.  

Laitman CJ , Lent SJ, Carnes M (2004): Prenatal and pregnancy-related exposure to diethylstilbestrol: Long-term health concerns and implications for primary health care providers. Prepared for consideration by the Scientific Advisory Committee of the CDC National DES Education Project

Laitman CJ , Heisey D, Brown MR (2006): The effect of physician paternalism on cognitive performance in a continuing medical education program. Submitted for publication

Laitman CJ, Brown MR, Heisey D (2006): Impact of a public health education campaign on physician knowledge. Accepted for presentation at the 3rd Annual International Conference on Communication in Health Care. September 2006, Basel, Switzerland
Films

Laitman CJ (1990): Executive producer & writer, Links to Hope, 11-minute documentary  on the 8 tropical diseases targeted by the WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases.

Laitman CJ (1994): Executive producer & co-writer. Three 30-second public service announcements funded by NCI grant #U1CA63432A, produced by Wisconsin Public Television and aired repeatedly in Peoria IL (WMBD), Green Bay, WI (WGBA), Alexandria MN (KSAX), and Mankato MN (KEYC).

Civic/Community Activities
2002 – present
Vice-President, Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association

2004………..
Nominee, Grass Roots Activist, Eleanor Roosevelt Award, Democratic Party of  WI for work with VerifiedVoting.org promoting federal legislation mandating a voter-verified paper trail.

2006-2009…..
Mayoral Appointment to City of Madison Broadband and Telecommunications Regulatory Board, May 2006 through April 2009

2007 –2008…
Vice-President for Public Policy, Wisconsin Women’s Network (a state-wide membership organization lobbying for legislation in the interest of women and children)

Professional Memberships

International Communication Association

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication

